OPEN

IF 8.111

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)

ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture

Volume - vi, Issue — i, January 2026, TIRJ/ January 2026/article - 140
Website: https://tirj.org.in/tirj, Page No. 1172 - 1179
Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive

Volume - vi, Issue - i, Published on January issue 2026, Page No. 1172 - 1179
Website: https://tirj.org.in/tirj, Mail ID: editor@tirj.org.in
(SJIF) Impact Factor 8.111, e ISSN : 2583 — 0848

QT ¢ ISAMET (FHeT© THiFes ; P dfe
iEe 3R (AT qEmires et

*i1+{ 2wl

M (cafel- 3), TES==

@Fql TRifame

Email ID: papu@gushkaramahavidyalaya.ac.in

0009-0005-2182-1267

Received Date 20. 01. 2026
Selection Date 10. 02. 2026

Keyword
Greenland, U.S.
Strategic Interests,
Arctic Geopolitics,
NATO Unity,
Global Power
Politics, Strategic
Resources, Double
Standards in
International
Relations, Rule-
Based International
Order.

Abstract

This paper examines the growing strategic interest of the United States in
Greenland and its broader implications for NATO unity and global power
politics. Although Greenland is a self-governing territory under the
sovereignty of Denmark, recent geopolitical developments particularly in the
Arctic have brought it to the center of U.S. strategic calculations. The paper
seeks to answer four key questions: why the United States has shown renewed
interest in capturing or politically absorbing Greenland, what strategic and
natural resources Greenland holds, how such ambitions risk undermining
NATO cohesion, and what global shifts may follow if the United States
succeeds in asserting control.

The study argues that U.S. interest in Greenland is driven primarily by
Arctic militarization, climate change, and great power competition. Melting
ice has opened new sea routes and access to vast reserves of rare earth
minerals, hydrocarbons, and critical resources essential for advanced
technologies and defense industries. Greenland’s geographic location also
provides strategic leverage over the Arctic and the North Atlantic, reinforcing
U.S. missile defense and surveillance capabilities.

However, the paper highlights that any U.S. attempt to annex or
dominate Greenland would pose a serious challenge to NATO unity.
Denmark’s membership in NATO means that pressure on Greenland by a
fellow ally exposes contradictions within the alliance, weakening its normative
foundations based on sovereignty, collective security, and mutual trust. Such
actions risk setting a precedent that internal power asymmetries within NATO
can override international norms.

More critically, the paper situates the Greenland issue within the broader
framework of double standards in global politics. While the United States
condemns Russia’s security-based justification for territorial control in
Ukraine, its own strategic logic toward Greenland reflects a similar realist
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approach. This selective application of norms undermines the credibility of the
liberal international order.

Finally, the paper contends that a successful U.S. takeover of Greenland
would accelerate global power shifts, intensify Arctic competition, normalize
territorial revisionism by great powers, and further erode the rule-based
international system. Greenland thus emerges not merely as a territorial issue,
but as a symbol of the changing dynamics of twenty-first-century geopolitics.

Discussion
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