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“States Parties shall respect and ensure the rights set forth in the present Convention to each

child within their jurisdiction without discrimination of any kind, irrespective of the child’s
or his or her parent’s or legal guardian’s race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or

other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status.”
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“States parties recognise the right of every child to a standard of living adequate for the
child’s physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development.””
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“State Parties agree that the education of the child shall be directed to a) the development of
the child’s personality, talents and mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential...”8
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“States Parties shall recognise for every child the right to benefit from social security,
including social insurance, and shall take the necessary measures to achieve the full
realization of this right in accordance with their national law.”
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“And thus the social tragedy of the child takes its course. Society abandons the child, without
feeling the smallest responsibility, to the care of his family, and the family, for its part, gives

up the child to society which shuts him in school, isolating him from all family control”*

Q
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“For us, an idea or a word is in the mind and the thing it represents is in the world of sense

perception. Also words and certain ideas are in the mind of everybody, whilst other ideas are
peculiar to one’s own thought. For the child, thoughts, images and words, though
distinguished to a certain degree from things, are none the less situated in the things. The
continuous steps of this evolution may be assigned to four phases : (1) a phase of absolute
realism, during which no attempt is made to distinguish the instruments of thought and where
objects alone appear to exist; (2)a phase of immediate realism, during which the instruments
of thought are distinguished from the things but are situated in the things; (3) a phase of
mediate realism, during which the instruments of thought are still regarded as a kind of things
and are situated both in the body and in the surrounding air; and finally (4) a phase of
subjectivism or relativism, during which the instruments of thought are situated within
ourselves. In this sense then, the child begins by confusing his self-or his thought-with the

world, and then comes to distinguish the two terms one from each other™”
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