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Abstract

The great Nobel laureate, world poet Rabindranath Tagore translated
the poem 'Journey of The Magi' composed by T.S. Eliot, one of the
renowned representatives of modern poetry in world literature.
Rabindranath, one of the greatest romantic poets of the world, added the
voice of modern poetry to it. This was a creation within creation. In this
poem Eliot portrayed the war-worn city. The world war left its
destructive mark on it. Only consumptive thoughts, barrenness and
frustration were there. Love was alien there. Actualy the poet wanted to
focus on the collapse of civilization, decline of values. Rabindranath
translated the poem and it was included in 'Punascha’ in the title of
‘Tirthajatri'. After first world war a sea change came in social life.
Modern poets gave a big blow on the cornerstone of romantic poetry.
Influence of modern poets, hard reality took their place also in Tagore's
poetry. Next ten years' tenure of Tagore's career after 'Parisesh’ was
greatly influenced by modernism. Yet, no spontaneous support from him
came in favour of European modern poetry. A kind of hesitation, conflict
and oscillation was there in Tagore's approach to modern poetry. In his
essay 'Adhunik Kabya' Tagore excellently translated few stanzas of
Eliot's 'Preludes’. In this rendering, marked with features of modern
poetry, Rabindranath's supremacy was proved. He added a significant
charm in the mode of modern poetry. But European modern poetry was
nothing but anomalous, perversion, arrogant disbelief and extravagance
to Rabindranath. He thought that there were few such descriptions of
sordid existence of life in Eliot's poetry that harm the elegance of poetry.
However, Tagore could not ignore the progenitor of the masterpieces
like * The Waste Land' and 'Four Quartets'. 'Sishutirtha’ of 'Punascha’
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was Tagore's original creation. Here the arrival of the great liberator,
Jesus Christ has been announced in this suffering world. Here the two
great poets stood in the same path. These two great stalwarts of
literature, though contradicted to each other in their approach, tried to
get nector of religion through spirituality. Towards the end of life Eliot
became spiritualist whereas Rabindranath was an inborn spiritualist.

Discussion
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“There were times we regretted

The summer palaces on slopes, the terraces
And the silken girls bringing sherbet.
Then the camel men cursing and grumbling
And running away, and wanting their liquor and women,
And the night fires going out, and the lack of shelters.”
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“A cold coming we had of it,
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Just the worst time of the year
For a journey, and such a long journey:
The ways deep and the weather sharp,
The very dead of winter”.”
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“And the cities hostile and the towns unfriendly

And the villages dirty and charging high prices;

A hard time we had of it”. *
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“Then at dawn we came down to a temperate valley,

Wet, below the snow line, smelling of Vegetaltion”.5
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“Six hands at an open door dicing for pieces of silver,
And feet kicking the empty wine-skins”.>®
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“This: were we led all that way for
Birth or Death”?*
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“I had seen birth and death,

But had thought they were different; this Birth was

Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death.””
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“He lives, he wakes - ‘tis Death is dead, not be”.
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“He is made one with Nature: there is heard
His voice in all her music, ...
Which wields the world with never - wearied love,

Sustains it from beneath, and kindles it above”.*®
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“We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,

But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation,
With an alien people clutching their gods.
I should be glad of another death”.™
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“The winter evening settles down

With smell of steaks in passageways

Six O’Clock.

The burnt out ends of smoky days.

And now a gusty shower wraps The grimy scraps

Of withered leaves about your feet

And newspapers from vacant lots;

The showers beat

On broken blinds and chimney-pots,

And at the corner of the street

A lonely cab-horse steams and stamps.

And then the lighting of the lamps”.*
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“You tossed a blanket from the bed,

Page 41 of 45



ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - iv, Issue - i, January 2024, tirj/January 24/article - 04

Website: https.//tirj.org.in, Page No. 31 - 45

Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/all-issue

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)
OPEN

You lay upon your back, and waited,;
You dozed, and watched the night revealing
The thousand sordid images
of which your soul was constituted”.**
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“Wipe your hand across your mouth, and laugh;

The worlds revolve like ancient women

Gathering fuel in vacant lots”. *

FS AR FANER 3671 | 78 @7 IR W WA 93 (40T AR @ffs gl o 21tz | I9@a
@3 a5 “feq aam F@rE 939w -

Y0 BT G S IR T S |

(AT, ARG AT AR @ IO

06 PCOIBR (AT &N (A 17
G SR AR IR DI e WA Reyrad o7 oRE SN AN fEe weifs
(ote (R | iz wfowrer T 2 TR WS @ T | FioN @ T N ADH WH 1w
T A GSHaBIF TR 7T 78 2 IS TR I Afoeee! HF 2@ 60 | GG FRee
CIANE oAl AefE ToIE FRma fFT4eEe- “93 {E-FoE! oo FAAR0R ofs FRE anfewh =8
@R A | ANES-FIET A ATSWo! @3 (¥, e ¥ e Tt A e efec e 3owb! (721
34 @3 sl 9GRSy MEE IR AR @ 5, (@i (el FIeebR T el 7 ' |
I SoF TR W2 ¢ T, [5G FMIF HIANL (514 (5T FMIBIFE TFCS 2R, W 20 A2 1™

GfeTese TR AT 361 2fsfe 1wy | 5 FUE FUE T w1 Ffre Aot Wyra A

O | @ I Qferesd a6 IR e F0a Feates, @F 08 97 JaH TYoo =Rl
T AIHIED ARAT® Y FAC© 097, 55 o3 “qifeq oA fTae-GlReee a3, afes
oeE - @I ToR G e |

Page 42 of 45



ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - iv, Issue - i, January 2024, tirj/January 24/article - 04

Website: https.//tirj.org.in, Page No. 31 - 45

Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/all-issue

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)
OPEN

FAGALE NS, ABTOR AT 6= TG {21 711 9 TS Wyl ey @ |
€ ‘W ST T’ (The Waste Land) @ ‘(FIF @RIGEN (Four Quartets) — 9F IO N2& JBCF Lo
T IR A SNEE G2 AREF Feole HYF FAOR GF@ AT HiaF FHFH (@GR WL qAog
AT AFEF (AR FECR | AGYFOR M2 fof @ IFR TNAD® 730w fowt e 73
FRE M2 AR BT FRETT GfOUS @ O TF@ 1 AfeTad TR TANS 2@ SRR AR, <
FAAGAIL S A |

qrel (o GFE | AARMCE AA@ACLT AN YBcE LB ML T R, I 2ffs,
BTRAR SyfreR afs fof IR o G ~f8 AR (IR T 10RA | O A @14F G qeR
TR - @WF TS J0e I @ Fof e 2w Swferem, o e fefa = <fom 1 fof fres i
Yool T AT 7)1 g ol wngfe 1 oot wigfa zre sreeyg Frwm Wy i Aifewd oeE
FEMRCE | a9 FA@AY IR ¢ wHAs 2rs AT ARSI e | o 79w cfom e
T B AR AL FRIE AV TS &2 FACS (AR o1 7T oo 1 @feraiesar (e
AATOR A qA@ART wfEE e (@Are R afie (A otz 1 I il - o I
faeentt 39 fwa gt F, ©f 2@ @t @[, e IfeTs ameeE 7 e g [ kies
TWATSIE M| 93 (FABIZ Tege, fwa; @3 (e (rites it oW | aryfas e @ fmes focs
R s w03 Wyl 31 G2 fapre e frgs swagiEce Mm@, 262 *reei @iy ™

T G+ - e - 22 sffasd arad TerpfNee WK @ Awa S el (e AR |
TR & s Seims 98 @@ SJfREies | ik S SofEeE @Rt #Iited Journey of the
Magi’ - 3@ | 9% IS HfREICS T 2t AP ed Twd Fwea e fJre brares i
FAm Fellbd R wgam FReed SHar 9w M 58 w[me a¥m g 20 Aad [
BT T T 2 RIS fof W Awre Aica f 1 T 7y Fiaa Rl sl 1 afms
fercafec -

“There was a Birth, certainly,
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We had evidence and no doubt”.
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