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Keyword Abstract

Singhbhum, Adivasi,  Youdhisthir Majee’s story ‘Singbonga Desh’ is a biography of an unsung tribal
Sepoy Mutiny, hero of Indian history. The name of that tribal hero was Gonoo Pingua. He was
Ulgulan, Feudal, one of the leaders in Sepoy Mutiny of Singhbhum. King Arjun Singh of Porahat
Missionary School, in Singhbhum appointed him as Sardar. Gonoo Pingua formed his own group

Chaibasa, Porahat. by uniting the indigenous communities. His life was filled with valour though
he led a life of proverty and sorrow. But he is a deprived hero in the history of
India. Only a few recent historians and researchers have highlighted his
heroism. There are no literary texts written on his biography in Bengali
language. Purulia’s renowned researcher and writer Youdhisthir Majee has
written a story about the rebellion of such a little-known heroic tribal leader.
In this story the author has recorded many unknown facts about the Sepoy
Mutiny and Gonoo Pingua in Singhbhum region. As a result, the story
‘Singbonga Desh’ has not only become a literature but also a historical
document.

Discussion
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“The school had been set up in 1841 particularly for the Hos with the intention of eradicating
belief in witchcraft through the spread of education. ... The Anglo-Hindi school was set up at
Chaibasa ...”"

YEERF @3 T T e e forem e e om foem aede @mes e st oo 5o
AT 1 @F IR o @@ e e o w0 T 12 fZem | 2ok 9 FE ARTed Sel 9wy
OIF (A GE A AT | e Ak q3e ol ferl e € &t e @iece bige, (i el
A @ e GoTeR 6 TR & ol FIEIE (AF AT §H @ I [{fE I @
S, et FoE oiMa S, @6 T 71 2fer 56 IR 79 SAFE I Jreoe orel Tod
VI IR IR O FCF SACS bIe | 2IRITTH [Tl A1 TR (W, ST AN (oA o
@ @ N P F ol Hifaea? SHred eRTT YR TR WNTE IR AIGE I

7o Shreq AR TR 9Fem Srex wfnasT @Tof forem (ot o 2fsemim ciew o
SR % AR JCACRA -

“Gonoo, a Kol, was an ordinary cultivator in Singhbhum. The events of 1857 made him a rebel

leader. The lowliest in terms of social status among our rebel characters, he is the least known

to us.””®
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“Gonoo who lived in a far-off tribal village in Chota Nagpur... Very little is actually known

about him. The histories of other nineteenth century tribal rebels of Chota Nagpur- sidhu, Kanu,
Birsha Munda and Jatra Bhagat to name a few- are fairly well documented. But Gonoo is a

strangely nebulous figure in comparison with these other, more spectacular leaders.”
e Sfoamifan QT FNE T8 TS FCACEA -
“... Gono (Gonoo in judicial records) Pingua, the great tribal leader of the rebellion in
south Kolhan.’®
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“His father Mata was the moonda of village Chonpattea of Barpeer. Gonoo was a pupil of

Chybasa school, ‘but when he left the school’, said an acquaintance who knew him from his
childhood, ‘he became poor and took to evil ways, thieving and the like... His father died in jail

for rebellion. His brother was hanged.””
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“We learn that Gono was the son of Mata who, along with his other son, had fought the British

in 1836-7. After discontinuing studies at the Chaibasa school due to poverty, Gono took to evil
ways... but we can imagine that his father’s imprisonment and his brother’s capital punishment

for anti-British acts must have been relevant for him.”
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“Arjun Singh, the Raja of Porahat bitterly resent the confidence that the British reposed on his

arch rival the rular of Seraikela...””
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“Gono’s ascent to leadership was facilitated when Arjun invested him with the tal-pat letter, a

turban and a horse.”*
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“Gonoo was indeed an active leader in the Rebellion, who had been responsible for the murder

of at least one European... he had earlier joined the Porahat rajas’s attack on the British forces
at Jayantgarh in southern Kolhan and that some numbers of Jayantgarh police were killed at his

instigation.”*
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“There were complaints that Gonoo and a large number of rebel followers filled the village and

were in every house demanding food and drink.””
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