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Abstract

This study explores the potential of forum theatre, a participatory theatrical
technique developed by Augusto Boal, to empower marginalized communities
in India, particularly Dalits.

Che Guevara's quote "Solidarity means running the same risk"
highlights the disconnect between the ideal and reality of shared struggle.
Janasanskriti, a pioneering Indian theatre group, has been using forum
theatre in West Bengal to address this gap. Studies suggest this approach
fosters social change, particularly for women seeking greater equality.

We propose that wider application of forum theatre has the potential to
significantly benefit the Dalit movement in India. This research investigates
how forum theatre can be used to address specific issues faced by Dalits,
explore the challenges and limitations of this approach, and assess its long-
term sustainability as a tool for social empowerment.
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“Around that time, Che Guevara wrote a very beautiful phrase : solidarity means
running the same risks. This helped us understand our error. Agit-prop is fine;
what was not fine was that we were incapable of following our own advice. We
white men from the big city, there was very little we could teach black women
of the country... Since that first encounter - an encounter with a real peasant,
in flesh and blood, rather than an abstract ‘peasantry’ - an encounter which
traumatised but enlightened, I have never again written plays that give advice,
nor have I ever sent ‘messages’ again. Except on occasions when I was running

the same risks as every-one else.””
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is that the people are not aware of this perfection.”
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“working class in India needs information, rest of it will be done by their rational

capacity which they already possess.”®
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are socially, culturally, politically, economically, racially, sexually, or in any other way deprived
of their right to Dialogue or in any way impaired to exercise this right. - Declaration of principles
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