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Abstract

The term environmental feminism began to be mentioned in various
environmental and feminist theories since 1970s and 1980s. The term
environmental feminism was first coined by Francoise d'Eaubonne in her
book "Le Feminisme on la Mort" (Feminism or Death) in 1974. Feminist
writer Ynestra King and others have referred to this as the third Wave of the
feminist movement. Environmental feminism acts as an environmental
critique of feminism as well as a feminist critique of environmentalism.
According to environmental feminists, any kind of exploitation and
oppression of nature and oppression of women in patriarchal societies are
synonymous and should be seen as the same. In this context it can be said,
"Women must see that there can be no liberation for them and no solution to
the ecological crisis within a society whose fundamental model of
relationships continues to be one of domination. They must unite the demands
of the women's movement with Those of the ecological movement to envision
a radical reshaping of the basic socioeconomic relations and the underlying
values of right.”

Therefore, it can be said that eco feminism is a multi-faceted theory
whose main point is that women are bound in an eternal bond with the
environment, with nature. That is why the devaluation of the world is
synonymous with the defamation of women One of the branches of this
environmental feminism is spiritual activism, which is an amalgamation of
three separate movements of the second half of the 20th century, namely - the
spiritual movement, the environmental movement and the feminist movement.
Although the three movements were carried out in completely different
contexts, it is undeniable that the main source of all three movements lies in
the various defects and deviations of the patriarchal social structure.
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"Women must see that there can be no liberation for them and no solution to
the ecological crisis within a society whose fundamental model of relationships
continues to be one of domination. They must unite the demands of the women’s
movement with those of the ecological movement to envision a radical reshaping
of the basic socioeconomic relations and the underlying values of this.”
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“An adequate supply of offspring and food being a necessary condition of human

existence, the promotion and conservation of life have been a fundamental urge
from Paleolithic times to the present day which has found magico - religious
expression in a very deeply laid and highly developed cultus... with the transition
from food gathering to food production the female principal continued to
predominate the cultus that had grown up around the mysterious process of birth
and generation.”
wmeel @01 aw e weelR <@ a7 @, 7ffid TEa STerela bl w1H (ACF AT preserver
of human race I ®& 1 & O AW Wgw TS FAE TGO oAl 717 (AF WS T
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“..The principle of social security of the women seems to have developed
particularly among agricultural tribes dependent on the economic role of women
as the first agriculturists.””
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“Patriarchal cultural structures revolved around layers of symbol systems that
justified domination. For example they interpret the creation stories in the book
of Genesis, fundamental for Judaism, Christianity and Islam, as demonizing both

woman (Eve) and animal(Snake).”®
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“the pattern of male deities killing female or animal deities in an effort to
establish a patriarchal order and to control forces assumed to be chaotic repeats
itself consistently. The snake, once a symbol of life was trampled under the feet
of the male deity and connected to evil. Hell was in the Earth, and Heaven was
removed to the sky. Paradise lost it’s materiality and became a masculine
hierarchical projection.”®
e SRl ARRE G (P B I fefes G '@ Mg fofes swite ¥R orei Iewit T
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Tl f 9Fee ere BfesTs ¢+ STwESIEl, ©fF 92 ‘Staying Alive : Women
Ecology and Survival in India’ -4 @ @ #fq@l M [REafhe afe [ReiTend Eneaire Feace |
S ‘death of the feminine principle’ ¥ 3 ‘maldevelopment’ &3 (ATE BT TGN T,

“Militates against this equality in diversity and superimposes the ideologically

constructed category of Western technological man as a uniform measure of the
worth classes, cultures and genders. Diversity and unity and harmony in diversity
become epistemologically unattainable in the context of maldevelopment, which
then becomes synonymous with women’s underdevelopment (increasing sexist

domination), and nature’s depletion (deepening ecological crises).””
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SIICIRIACH] ‘{{ﬁﬁ_\a B | FET (TS AN, Spiritual Ecofeminism 29 ...the re-sacralization of Nature,
of the divine feminism inherent in all living beings. it is seen as part of a process of reconnection,
a reestablishment of ways of knowing and being in the world that have been lost in the history
of patriarchal domination. The Goddess, in myriad forms, represents an ultimate vision of
connectedness.
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“The leading feature is the worship of the female principle in nature...”*
(@M <= AR,
“The Earth herself makes no remarkable figure: she is indeed deified, at least
partially, is addressed as mother and substance of all things: is generally, in
company with the sky, invoked to grant blessings; yet this never advanced further
than a lively personation might go.””
f$8 =14 99 Mother Earth & %W@WWWWW?@W@%W
¥ @ e 2o 998 703 w98 (KAl wdie Y6 3 oo TARTHE 20Tl TS ACF | qTHE@
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“The upholder of the human, animal and vegetable creation which rests upon
her surface”
@R R T SRR ool Wi e @ e wea @R,
“Upanisada identify this Vedic Proto Female as Prakriti, the manifest nature,
which is the material aspect of the creation”.
R 92 THARTEAR 0 T AT G HER qGS DTS Wi I -
“which perceived the Divine Female as Shakti, the guided cosmic energy and the

transcendental source and support of all creatures and all created things.”
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cult goddess Bonbibi, the guardian of the forest.
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“Originally a Adivasi (tribal) goddess, Manasa was accepted in the pantheon

worshipped by Hindu lower caste groups. Later, she was included in higher caste

Hindu pantheon, where she is now regarded as a Hindu goddess rather than a

. 1198
tribal one.

e R € AT WATH G R TTAR N @ AN G 7R (9T |
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“Women in India are an intimate part of nature, both in imagination and in
practice. At one level nature is symbolized as the embodiment of the feminine
principle and at another she is nurtured by the feminine to produce life and

. Mg
provide sustenance.”
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“...her often explicit and often implied equivalence between women and nature,

as if all women are by definition conservationist, life-enhancing and equity

. )
seeking...”
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focus on an essentialized idea of women.
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