Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)

OPEN 8 ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture

Volume - iv, Issue - iv, October 2024, TIRJ/October 24/article - 37
Website: https://tirj.org.in, Page No. 276 - 282
Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/all-issue

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)

A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - iv, Issue - iv, published on October 2024, Page No. 276 - 282

Website: https://tirj.org.in, Mail ID: info@tirj.org.in

(SJIF) Impact Factor 6.527, e ISSN : 2583 - 0848

forret <]
NEF, e ot
RILELEREDIEL G

Email ID : basu.piyali.11@gmail.com

Received Date 21. 09. 2024
Selection Date 17. 10. 2024

Keyword

Kalkut, Shambaw,
Indian

Mythology,
Turbulent
political situation,
Despair, Leprosy,
Obstacles,
Inspiration, Soul-
searching, Faith.

Abstract

Renowned Novelist Sri Samresh Basu has written a number of travel-novels
based on Indian mythology under the pseudonym ‘Kalkut’. The novel, here we
are discussing is ‘Shambaw’. This was first published in the 1978 issue of
‘Sharadiya Desh Patrika’. In this novel how ‘Kalkut’ has drawn a
mythological character ‘Shambaw’ as a real-life, struggling character and by
reconstruction of mythology how the novel has become a contemporary life
story, that's the main point of this discussion. Shambaw's novel is based on an
insignificant story and character of the Indian mythology, but here Kalkut has
been able to reconstruct parts of the mythology from the very beginning. Due
to the inevitable curse of his father Sri Krishna, Shambaw came down with
terrible disease leprosy. This sudden calamity in the life of the improbable
handsome Shambaw, saddens him but does not discourage. He faces destiny.
As the father instructed, he patiently moves forward on the difficult path to
release from the curse. In this journey, not only alone Shambaw, but also many
others leprosy sufferers like him are encouraged by Shambaw to get rid of this
disease. Here, Shambaw is presented as an inspiration to those who have lost
hopes in their life. The tone of transition from doubt, crisis, despair that were
formed in the turbulent political situation of that real time, can be heard in the
character of ‘Shambaw’, written by Kalkut. How Shambaw called for soul-
searching and great mass-awakening, despite the decline of values of that time
by defeating so many obstacles, is the main focus of this discussion.
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