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Keyword Abstract

Buddhist order, ‘Therigatha’ is an anthology of poems composed by the first Buddhist women

almswomen, on their past lives and spiritual experiences on attaining nirvana. Buddha's

laywomen, reluctant permission to found the nuns' order contrasts significantly with the

nirvana, Apadana,
Paramatthadipani,
sangha, spiritual
experience.

record of early nuns' success, as recorded in the Therigatha. These verses were
composed by women from various factions of socio-economic conditions,
ranging from members of royal family to brothel. Incapable of bearing the pain
they received from the negligence, humiliation and distress in social life, they
took refuge in the Buddhist order, though some women joined the order
voluntarily being attracted to the asceticism due to their spiritual inclination.
This literature work is surprisingly timeless, addressing issues of women's
spiritual enlightenment and societal expectations that are still relevant today.
The poems in this book provide historical insight into how Buddhism became
one of the first religions to welcome women and inspired them for their
spiritual attainment. This work is also worthy to be used as the historical
document evident for the aspirations and achievements of Buddhist women in
the early Buddhism. These poems are relevant forever to study the social,
cultural and spiritual progress of women made by themselves following
Buddha's teachings. In this paper | have reviewed few verses of Therigatha
that are significant for the socio-cultural study of the position of women in
early Indian Buddhism and role of Buddhist order in their lives.
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“We have reason to suppose that gathas 291-311; 312-337 are very old

composition. They Indeed bear the stamp of the oldest Indian akhyana, as
described by Oldenberg,”
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