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Keyword Abstract

Brahma Although the propagation and spread of Buddhism have changed in the present
Dharma, day, many were initiated into this religion in ancient times. Due to various
Buddhism, conflicts, people were attracted to Brahma Dharma, and Buddhism began to
Poetic Drama, decline rapidly. Although the practice of Buddhist thoughtwas revived in
Buddhist Bengal in the 19™ century, it is still going strong even now. Maharishi
Philosophy. Debendranath Tagore, Brahmananda Keshavachandra and their followers did

not ignore the philosophy and ideals of Buddhism. Satyendranath Tagore
wrote a valuable book named 'Buddhism’, and on the other hand, Rahul
Sankrityayan wrote a book called '"Mahamanav Buddha' on the biography of
Buddha. Rabindranath was also deeply moved by the ideology of Buddha.
Therefore, he not only tried to re-expand Buddha's intellectual thoughts in a
new context through various studies but also created many works.

The narrative of the Malini play is created by mixing the Malini
episode of '"Mahabastu-Avdan' (‘Malinya Bastu'-The Story of Malini) with this
dream tale. The story of 'Malinya-Avdan' of Mahavastu-Avdan is very
extensive. At the request of RajendralLalMitra, HaraprasadShastri (then a
young man) abridged the entire 'Mahabastu-Avdan'. Based on this extensive
anecdote, Rajendralal Mitra published "The Sanskrit Buddhist Literature of
Nepal."(Cal,1882). Rabindranath became familiar with Buddhist stories
through this abridged version. As a result, Rabindranath composed the poetic
drama 'Malini'.
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(“A Pratyeka Buddha entered the city of Varanasi for alms, but got nothing. A
girl finding his alms-bowl empty, brought him home, and gave him a hearty
meal. When he died a stiipa was erected on his remains, and the girl decorated
the stiipa everyday with flowers and aromatics. She desired that she may be
born with a garland of flowers in every one of her future existence; her desire
was fulfilled. In her next existence she was born a Devakanya with a garland
of flowers round her neck. From heaven she descended on earth, and was born
in the same way as Malini, the daughter of Kriki, king of Varanasi. Malini
invited lord Kasyapa and his retinue, and entertained them with a sumptuous
meal. The Brahmans, numerous and influential at the court of her father, taking
umbrage at her conduct, induced the king to order her banishment. Malini
humbly begged for a week's respite, which was granted. During those seven
days, five hundred of her brothers, the ministers and officers of the Bhatta
army, and the citizens were all converted to the Arya Dharma. The converts
regarded Malini as the saviour of their souls. Angry at the wicked machinations
of the Brahmans, they proceeded in a body to remonstrate with them. The
Brahmans took refuge with the king. They revoked the sentence of Malini's
banishment; but induced the king to send ten armed men to kill Kasyapa, the
roof of all their woes. These armed men were easily converted by the great
sage. They next deputed a larger number of men, but with the same result. They
saw that by sending armed men they only added to the already overwhelming
number of the perverts. They, therefore, determined to despatch the business
themselves. Armed with clubs, maces and other weapons they marched in
martial array to the hermitage of Kasyapa. Kasyapa invoked the goddess
Prither, and desired her to show her powers against these Brahmans. She rooted

up a stout palm tree, harled it at the Brahmans and crushed them to death.”)
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