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Abstract

‘Mekuri’ or cat is a welknown 'motif' belonging to various folklores and beliefs
prevalent in Assam. It was the totem’ of Chutiya. The third story in Assamese
'Saathar Vrat'is about 'Sato Mekuri’. In Assamese proverbs, Nursery Rhymes,
folk tales etc. 'cat’ appears with its innate powers. Again, ‘mekuri’ can be found
in certain lexical applications and in several modern Assamese fictions. In
accordance with the norms of folk culture, over time, the modern society and
the cultural influence of other groups have maintained cat motif in Assamese
public life. But the positive taboos have disappeared, and the negative taboos
have persisted due to the influence of similar folk beliefs of other groups.
Further structural analysis associated with the folklore of Assam may throw
some new light. However, in Assamese rural and urban life, the cat remains as
a symbol of tradition.
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