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Abstract

Environmental history has emerged as a highly relevant topic in recent
historical studies. At the heart of which is the study of the history of people
related to the environment. We will focus on one of the two perspectives on
history: ‘History from Above’ and ‘History from Below’. The study of
environmental history also begins from the perspective of ‘History from
Below’. Because the people of the lower classes are always closely involved
with the environment. One notable example of this relationship between people
and in the environment is the East Kolkata Wetlands, an area spanning 125
square kilometres in the eastern part of Kolkata with 260 fish ponds. This
wetland is absorbing the cities clods like Neelkantha Shiva. In fact there is no
separate sewage system in Kolkata. Everyday 910 million litres of liquid waste
from the city ends up in this wetland. The local people of East Calcutta
wetlands here use natural methods to purify the wastewater with their creative
knowledge. As a result, they annually produce 20,000 tons of fish, 150 tons of
vegetables, 16,000 metric tons of rice by using this purified water. Not only in
productivity, but also absorbs about 60% of the city’s carbon. Most of which is
given to the city dwellers. The clean air, the fish, the vegetables and the
fragrance of the beads, this wetlands give back to the city dwellers everything
that is good, everything that is pleasant. The local people are the ones who
churn out nectar by churning the mechanical clods of the city. The people
adjacent to the wetlands have saved the environment of Kolkata city by using
their creative traditional knowledge, and have developed a metabolic
relationship between Kolkata and its surrounding environment. In the words of
environmentalist Ghosh which is well known as ‘Living Creatively with
Nature’. But this people remain marginalized to the main stream of society. The
resident of the East Kolkata Wetlands are treated as ‘peripheral’ or ‘other’ by
the mainstream city dwellers. This situation replace a type of ‘Cognitive
Apartheid’ or  ‘knowledge-based discrimination’, as described by
environmentalist Dhrubajyoti Ghosh. This term highlights the exclusion of this
people s traditional knowledge and practices from the main stream recognition
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and value systems. According to Marxist theory, when wealth is concentrated
from villages to cities, cities become powerful in all aspects, and as a result,
marginal areas remain marginal. This evident in the perception of the wetland
community by urban dwellers, who often see them as ‘backword’ or less
significant. Despite this margin these people continue to perform essential
environmental function, creating a ‘living creatively with nature’ model that
sustains both their livelihoods and the cities ecological health. This discussion
shedding light on marginalisation, livelihoods, creativity and the relationship
between people and environment of East Kolkata Wetlands.

Discussion
A FAPTOR IAWIAT : FIG! AL *S(FA (AT THF | (1 B S AR SAfES zeawes
fafox dforema e @@ TPmiEe o 9@ fof Fawrerss &t Ademe avm @ =@
@z e | ow@ Fasres T % @@ e AT gere sive [eim @91 (oits 2@fee | 2@
IEeiiEs e foel «F I | FAFTOF IFOF THCE W17 Bho 2SN A *PTF 0 (ITEB7E, A,
ETNER SIS | TR AT AR T SR A (A SRR iRl 7251 57 Forrein
TEGH | FTHT FIRES dubb b (AF sqve 6 e eRedrd f[foy o s e
Rfacafeem | foff Taarel sTatF W FeafREm, -
“B pIfF TR FIR TR few, golfe TAM SRS @ (@I AR (@R TS |
g ol R axga TR @R MREkeEs | FEser Ty aFgRa 29
TR fort 7t 719 gME ORYA | CUHRI-SBRE MO 2Rd e Srmce! @3 gm 1 58
TSl (378 #{b1 Weed 7ofE 1”7

(& @ BT S @GN @F 7 FOcwe Griae g FEeihy a%re e 9 wereii|
TTF S @AFER NS (Miasma) I $-AS0 TG & (T | U@ A0 [T T A4l 2w,
FEFOR WiAEe eipies R - @7 Totg [o* =rreae witrs e wifyerey efelpe wwrs
oG | @I QTR 24 A4 e Ferrel agelfEe Afatrd | Ok FEdrel JWa Ao gy oI
TS S | FeTo TGN AHES (feans yigel i @vfwatie riedeia waihce srew
TR 1 AR, G2 SR A ©ifFgd AT MU (@0 S AN I« RO FoAdror FFE ML
T TR S W T 1 S0 AT SYR G SRR NACE Ferereid g-aFhod i e T I
@1 2, -

“ferif* el gafer Tt YA T The = | TR IR OfF B TS @R WA
e | T I TR 2@ S Freifs

O3 (T2 IR T TSR @A | TS @R FFeR Fie eweelf T e e e
Tfs L | A 0 SSLATOIF Tve 2wl o IO TN FHR | Sboo (F 5639 fXebitw=
TGS TSI 5199 S (FE T G Tod 21 Al &g, “fFas11 @3 AHR My afem e«
Fa0e P SR *Peasl FeaTelr TEgiE (AfFte TWCHA B ACE A W, SHACEE
GwTR7IF ¥ECF I Colonial Hydrological Interventions® TeF= So%b Mt RMji«d TMIE To I
IR =1 R few o7 FeieTel TegiNE w19 Te AR @I Wik | {58 Rpigda Jgee

Page 780 of 785



ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - v, Issue - ii, April 2025, TIRJ/April 25/article - 86

Website: https://tirj.org.in, Page No. 779 - 785

Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/all-issue

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)
OPEN

I SR g 2fAfe® =7 el Seed g [l SIS | OiF Q3 FHBERE 0 (W TANE (FH
FE TR BIEF CFae +fqed qH0R | TR ©Y AR 5 7Y, 49 8 TN S T8 QA 5 T4
T QURCE @3 G FG AR A SC® Ol T A ({06 AN W | A A Feere
TP FIQ AR AIFRoP Fo0o *20 I&y Tl “ifem FC Fo7e T | (8 Feraror =gl
A TS, FEFIfW, IRETFd 93 ATE ATIWA AT @ ANHTS WA I T o7t |
JF TG FACEHINS (AT TR 6™ A ‘Cognitive Apartheid” IR I© Y T AG@ IS
T PSR TN A2 AR FJErallerera e AP NI FHCH PO AN N
T (AR AR 2T @ eifeFor @i Gl | AP @ (@1 ML @ (72 T 2 G0F G
PR IR @S I 1 AifSFel GI6 I WEve @ I olie aw | 7F Feiel gl aeaEma
3fo2M @RI AW ALHFS OIF efeFer e TE-re Fafz |

BT BAYH : PRI TR AT IO -9 TR | [F@ TSI SACS #7251 QR wiferpl
(AP AN 7R e ZIHIP AN &R RETT FPe i TR AwEfod (eifeen Hewe TS« |
FRE YO (BT FAR &Z AAGeD 7 | AEF, @2 20T ST AEeas bt e afefzs w1
2R | A} SFTER I AR T AT A1 2004 AE ZWBIE @NF SN ATZH STl (AF W
e I 27 ZeT HiTe IEMR 1 77 Feel SEghl Jeey AEd FAITOR A FI02 qF29I
I 3 difes we HAfaefors 2w | v, ¢ifs, aepbifes, MoAfTs, fws, wifse @7 g
@RITe eifes M 2w T4 2@ ACEH | OF Ie J7ed ~fefFre efess ~fRfee 2@
AfeForR TRE g @ el (72 | AifSFe! *Mfba 1 AR 2 *4(6 | wdie A &@a [oics |
TTe @ Fg 74 @8 (AF IYE TFA IR | G O, AfeFel 27 @ng o ¢ed, [Reaw
I A T (AF AN MG N YT A (e | aefie. enfes saead e, qretafos, atafes
¢ Fegled i@ Trfirs, Ifere A1 o[l difewe [Refte 3 e Awfas difewe, wdtafes
difesel, Aretfos difewel, AFhos afersel | @ 78 (2fFre e RuaEd F9 Fosf v T,
72l - @lfdre o, SLANGT, Ao, FFhos TTEH IF T GO A AMHE I, AET
AHOTS! @2 TART FAFG 1 G772 AfBFONT @I A I 1 O 5F IO Tengl AT
TR AT Give q@R difieds G 1 @3 T 9w o[gF @RITe w9 fafam g2ife,
AW FATHITS (AT 2L 7 IO TP TEE AFANR IIFEFAF IR IR &llfeF
¢ difesel *w 761 «2 T s 2@ eIF TR PR 2T wFesif 2 BeE T ae
@ ORl &ifeF? FeE bl Afes?

TR G O GR OMT ABRIIA : T Ierrel e 0aft Glen e [, Tew ¢ nfwd 28
AR (GETR w@ofe 1 9B 0aff GER SRl (T &5 | 205 A G0 WA GATFE b0
ol AR ©HAffE wife ¢ ke Toefe (g W a8 *eI WE TEgiiee IR 5 FRFE
Q3R T ffeTe e 1* 59 ool TEgfiee AR S U fReTd R Ple, W 431 @92 S+
@1 Femeel e s S s -

Page 781 of 785



ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - v, Issue - ii, April 2025, TIRJ/April 25/article - 86

Website: https://tirj.org.in, Page No. 779 - 785

Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/all-issue

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)
OPEN

AP TR comit AfRIER Ayt
S, BabEak] ebb8
. T Y €05
9, QyIey ©voq9q
8. B s85¢o

AP IART FCA TE IS0 w7 I G B, AR BIF, SN € (@A 4 Q3R G T 5IF
IE AT | TGN AE A JIRE G2 AP WP A (M ‘Low-cost Folk
Technology™ ICC2 | 5@ TP FIRINA 76 TNYN 8 O 7w GaFid WAl elifes 2@
Ttz A ©ive 2fe Ao gRel oite Btz | WiF @3 eifesel Rl =i wiw awifte e
TGN e (VR At Fel e e s wfoe <ibe 703 @ e e s
@YY TS O By et G 19fR -

919 W19, TFEB! Fepell AR RN SAA |

A W ARG =piret &, Afbre J7g T2
I A FIFETE G SO 9 TS SRR S,
Qg *RIOES @ (T2 WGl 7l

©I2 (7 R 1 5T e (G A" v

©I2 (37 et 1 &S G_M SRl ST |
*S 2 (07 93 Aol IS i @ e e

a2 M & e of iR e, 1

Ffeeilba NGy TG TWez 99 8 ARKA W AL 1 @7 ALH T | Fona {6
TENGE AGF N A GeE 2L (AR | AL AFINE () (BT A FRAR. AR
Ao G W THTS #EA | AT A 26 OF 20F GG GArgH Feen AR A Yo
FAFFIRTE QT (CACRA | (TR €3 AT I IO 0=, ... 9OIA2 IRATe {97 MR a2 7
QPR T SN AFRFS FRACR IR R TAGreR (B qFee el wemis WiE) fifs-
s +fRfes zrre | & (i ¢ wfics S R[S N PR Jad T QN 45, o, [ifey
22l @foyy T2 Froa® @R | AME TR AR A 9F (T F I 11 [OfF o[l 2™ o
QWA (DT TRVER TES Foma 8@ o 7ot 8 Fiasrem @ S

TEP QIR ATIMR QR AR I 332 971 QiwFR et =g FifFe sfewkes
TR TR @A 0L,58 WS, TSR GFFITS W3 TF IIEICE (AT NMGRETR ©5.q *SiH | & ©
*oiee (¥ 1> AT FIACA 2RI WieTle A (ATNGIEA S el IR @i (oS (20e Mee A IR |
G2 GRS A (AR SR eI (AT | TS el (1 PTLIN (73, IR (DS AL |

Page 782 of 785



ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - v, Issue - ii, April 2025, TIRJ/April 25/article - 86

Website: https://tirj.org.in, Page No. 779 - 785

Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/all-issue

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)
OPEN

A A T TP I 200 TRl Feee GAFIR AR 1 G=IC 2 5 e FHE1 [fom
YA FY TP YA 2; SR, TS, AT, FRFEE, FERI, §Fd T A9l | e
GETPIR W AR IC Y N SN NETFI] TGS | ooy G &N WS Wil
TR @ aewe | i SN @ REER F#iE g Ao FIhTel (18 1 qrFE TFE 9N
IAEAFATR PN IJREGS @ A ARG A @, N IEE ToF fREd I 1w
IIFRFRTR T B Fhoe =W, ©8 OF G [ FACo 1T 711 IF FlAeed SR &N ifFes
PR FHCH ([ O &y [ T FO5HT 008 27 | A Gopiel e T8 Sy G
SRS “f9a$ T06 5 | AIGAIRS (A 2ie B To fofs F@ AR qFwe Aadee weie
599 (ATF 2055 T T TN T PN 59,5 =S ZA (oA 1°° N IR (OB
o @a oW #Afaaed 2eare 1 2o I el e @ (RIEH (7 S FCACRA; TR (/P T
ifets, PR CFa (AF T97 PSS IR FB A (A QR (A Fo1F PAfece 1 92 g ARTSET=
A A AR QIR A (e TS T60= | GLFFIF A GRIIE T (AT Jore fomit qifeics
Sl B @A @ A | @ @, 93 ifely T *R0ad T& GE IR I PR IS I, W2
4, e wfite @F At efSefs wge REE F6 0 FAFOR @RI SEN (AGF ARIES I8 AealR
T R 9T RS AT A=A (SfOSTT® Faair T 1 7o el Teea Gifsst SoAretera &y
TEGH MG (o @ T (2IF THF o | goln @it oo TN We@® ot W SrEef|
ST 7R fefere G Soren IR A4S 1 Ao AR, aifeFelr w7 93 e s |
N2 TR IR TG G b *ole TR wHAffE wife ¢ Torefs acrenge | @3 wifsendia W
IR Yo, GAte, Hewr, E aofe | qal @ofEfie T A, TEdl, Fegw (2 e |
i TR R TG G TGO 7R gl 2orR I ¢z 1 MG T8
SRS AEA SR (SRS Sece] PROTFE AaR) FeFhod feqine,ao, R SR
eifeForR 7Ere (0T | IF IR @ TN SHAffE wifs Soefon e fem Fegfors &9 T I,
e Ao fRetem e o s (e oY e e Rt Facen) gl azd Fae |
@ O AWK SRITS TR (FC FA 0 91 1 QT G0 T Tegrey; 8 I o TPid Ao
PEIeF e, A JcelRce fRAceld MR ufb 7 [R@& oA (Contradictory Conciousness)
AE | G ©IF R[S GOl - Ol FURTS], Bl - G2 7 [, 781 T GAme IRy
fafife | fo8 WESH o O IRRART QIR ACIE (A AA, T Wea - Q=i ¢ Fqw 717 |
G52 o7 eFe o1 O% 0 [Reeta Rmted T @2 GoikBIE oo STt AR TS | A7 S
e e @B et Mefbee Fag st FElReE | T SEnree Ay iR fEame
o (e Tl |

o FEF! TSR GEARF NTIWA S 2 @o1d Foef FRd 27 -

(5) oo/ @fs Fomet | QAT O Trow [T 26 TR trooTel, e 8 eifeFer | (3
A JIER 278 @F OF T IR Fedrol | Ao TRRETR FFR ey A\eEE 7,
IO iFhod Acae a7 PR

(2) TR CHC@ ARG ACETE STt | 72 - T, RYTh@ A (TEHOA-A (TR 7@t
TefS 2@, (T2 TCTER M (O O Fad ¥ Ryeaaa | e ofqq e oo
TN, T € W (AF S~ weee 7t [fvey 2@z |

(©) BT TfETema TWCF 2 AfseTems 2fs AG Twe |

Page 783 of 785



ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - v, Issue - ii, April 2025, TIRJ/April 25/article - 86

Website: https://tirj.org.in, Page No. 779 - 785

Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/all-issue

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)
OPEN

(8) T T @ WF 87 1§ 8 AT Sf=ey |

(@) GRS I | FIFFORTS @ S FCH A TSIIR FCA ST | OIRIS] FeifP ©itiR
FASIOIT TP i (T 2ACF |

(b) SO ey A >, T SO i |

@ 47 [ = Wi Ao ©2 WIS VIR T S 1?7

TR ST A : FoAFS! TR D GLE TR AT S ICA GL(ES 5F IO
TG TR W | O St @foRRIR ST [IRl 79 7o Al qeite aigfes Amfere HAfawm
T ALE ¢ PO CF0q THI WO | FRCSIS (AT O, -

“in the East Calcutta Wetlands this role is played by a blend of positive human
intervention and a favorable ecosystem. It is this synergic interaction between
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